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SERIALS 


E. H. LEATHAM 


Tuis article is a review of the serials problem and of the principles of 
their selection, acquisition and organization. It is intended as a training 
aid, dealing mainly with periodicals (excluding newspapers) and has a 
short bibliography appended. 


DEFINITION 


Serials can be defined as publications issued in successive parts, usually 
at regular intervals, and intended to be issued for an indefinite period. 
They may be roughly divided into Periodicals and Continuations. Periodi- 
cals are serials issued at regular intervals, at least once each year, and 
usually have a distinctive title. Each issue usually contains a number of 
small articles on varying topics by different contributors. A volume is 
issued in parts intended to be bound together. Continuations are all other 
types of serials, e.g. monographs and bulletins; the series usually has a 
— title. Each part is a major part of a volume if not a complete 
volume. 


THE PROBLEM 
The problem of serials is the large number of titles that have been and 
are being published and their inherent bulk. Other aspects of the problem 
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are the variation in the quality of the contents of serials, their constant 
changes of title, and mergers with one another. 

These problems have only been recognised as important comparatively 
recently. Although the first periodical was published in 1660, and the 
publication of periodicals was a recognised procedure in the early 18th 
century, the first edition of Gregory’s Union list of serials . . .1 was not 
published until 1927. Most of the major bibliographical tools for serials 
were not published until organized librarianship was about 80 years old. 
The period 1927-1938 saw the publication of the Union list of serials .. .' 
the List of the serial publications of foreign governments, 1815-19312; 
Ulrich’s Periodicals directory, first edition}; International congresses and 
conferences, 1840-19374; and the Union catalogue of the periodical publica- 
tions in the university libraries of the British Is.es . . .5. Most of these 
tools are now well out-of-date both for Inter-library loan purposes in 
America and for bibliographical checking. There is still no Union list or 
checking list of United States federal or state government publications. In 
the scientific field action had been forced earlier. Bolton’s Catalogue of 
scientific and technical periodicals 1665-1882 . . . (1885), and second 
edition covering 1665-1895 (1897)° is still the standard reference tool for 
that field and period and it has been kept up to date by the World list of 
scientific periodicals. The first edition (1925-7) covered the period 1900- 
1921, and the third edition 19527 covers the period 1900-1950. The multi- 
plicity of births and deaths can be seen from the following figures. Bolton 
contained over 8,600 titles even though he excluded the various Transac- 
tions and Proceedings of learned societies. The first edition of the World 
list . . . included 25,000 titles, while the latest edition includes over 
50,000 titles. Gregory’s Union list of serials, 2nd edition, while excluding so 
many large categories of serials, included over 130,000 titles. 

These problems cannot be over-exaggerated when the importance of the 
information content of serials is realized. They are the most important 
publications received in any research library as they are the main form of 
primary publication of the results of research in the form of notes, articles 
or monographs. Articles can be published much more quickly than books 
which are often 18 months to 3 years out of date when published. Their 
second value is that of secondary and tertiary publications, i.e. in publish- 
ing review articles, and subject indexing and/or abstracting journals. In 
general libraries, they are indispensable for information on subjects on 
which the library has no books or on which no books have been written 
as the subject is too new, small, local or obscure. Periodicals also have 
great value in reflecting contemporary opinion, past or present. 

Despite the importance of the problem few libraries have brought their 
serials under effective control, and fewer still have a well-thought-out and 
defensible acquisition programme. In specialist libraries the impossibility 
of overall serial coverage can be to a great degree offset by a well organized 
collection of reprints backed by a thorough current literature searching 
and reprint acquisition system. The above type of programme demands 
money, space and staff, but effective control is more a matter of realising 
the problems involved. The remainder of this article will be devoted to 
practical procedures for the selection, ordering and organization of serials. 
The procedures will cover periodicals rather than continuations which, it 
is hoped. will be the subject of a later article. 

There are eight processes essential for a good serials policy:- 

Knowledge of what is published 
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Selection 

Acquisition 

Organization for use 

Reference service 

Cataloguing and classification 

Binding 

Filling of gaps 
Also there are four types of records that should be kept and should 
preferably be kept together: record of holdings, of current receipts, of 
payments made and of binding. 


SELECTION 


For selection of the best popular and general journals in any subject 
field, the two publications, Periodicals for small and medium-sized libraries® 
and Lyle and Trumper’s Classified list of periodicals for the college library® 
should be checked. In these two lists each title is annotated and first 
preference titles are starred. The only available English listing is that at 
the ends of the chapters in McColvin and Collison’s Reference library 
stock 1°, Titles are marked for reference value and for suitability for small 
libraries but no annotations are given. No critical evaluation list of 
Australian and New Zealand title is known, although to some extent the 
reference value of the latter can be judged by its inclusion and full or 
selective coverage by the Index to New Zealand periodicals . . .11. New 
titles are regularly reported in the Bulletin of bibliography 12 and in College 
and research libraries13. The Bulletin of bibliography gives an uncritical 
listing of new, changed and defunct titles, but the semi-annual articles in 
College and research libraries give a short select list of new periodicals of 
reference value together with a short annotation and full bibliographical 
and ordering details. The preliminary notes included in most of the H. W. 
Wilson Co. indexes also include some annotations of new titles. 

In evaluating new periodicals the same procedure roughly applies as for 
judging unreviewed books. What is the standing of its sponsoring body, 
editorial board and/or publisher? New periodicals are rarely critically 
reviewed upon publication due to the difficulty often experienced in 
maintaining the quality and quantity of articles in subsequent issues after 
the initial enthusiasm and backlog of articles (often commissioned) is 
exhausted. Other means of evaluating serials in a subject field are (a) by 
checking a Union list and ascertaining how widely certain titles are held 
and by what type of library, and (b) by means of reference counting. This 
tedious method of tabulating all the serial titles to which references occur 
in a recent volume of a standard journal together with the number of times 
each title is quoted is the best and surest means of finding the best reference 
periodical in any subject and also of ascertaining the changing patterns of 
publishing and scholarship. Some allowance must be made for national 
bias and language difficulties. 

In framing a serials policy, it should be realised that there is little point 
in keeping files of serials unless they have been indexed for information 
and reference work. Indexing and abstracting services are expensive, and 
the better the service, i.e. the more up to date and comprehensive, the 
more expensive they are. The only solace is that local library indexing is 
more expensive still for anything like the same coverage unless some 
particular slant is given which is not covered elsewhere. It has been sugges- 
ted that small American public libraries should only keep those periodicals 
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covered by the Reader’s guide to periodical literature or the Abridged 
reader’s guide . . . Besterman’s Index bibliographicus'!4, of which the first 
volume covers science and technology and the second the Humanities, is 
the best guide to current indexing and abstracting periodicals. 


ORDERING 


Standing order records can either be kept on a file of Sin. x 3 in. or 6 in. x 
4 in. cards or as part of the Visible index recording system. For any large 
and active system, cards are preferred. Details of title, order number, 
agent, subscription rate and date of the issue with which the subscription 
is to begin, are entered on the card. Standing orders are usually placed on 
an ‘Until cancelled’ basis and the agent is expected to procure the journal 
at the best rates. For any large library subscribing to a wide range of 
English, American and foreign periodicals, the services of one or several 
agents are essential. Agents have the advantage of eliminating a lot of 
clerical work in that they are responsible for obtaining missing numbers 
and title pages and indexes. They also arrange that all subscriptions fall 
due on a certain date, and thus facilitate book-keeping and allow for an 
easy review of titles taken. Some of the larger overseas agents provide 
clients with printed annual lists of periodical subscription rates and other 
bibliographical publications. Faxons of Boston issue their annual guide 
to periodicals !5 which is a very handy small list showing how often and in 
what months about 2500 American and foreign periodicals are issued. It 
also shows how the title page and index is issued, which of about 12 index- 
ing services cover it, and the number of the volume issued in the previous 
year of any title included. Stechert-Hafner of New York issue their own 
news bulletin'!® and have also distributed their British!7 and French!8 
T.P.L. lists free to clients. 

Some journals are available at a cheaper rate if subscribed to direct 
and the pros and cons of this should be weighed. Again, some journals 
are available at a considerable discount to members of the sponsoring 
society. In many cases it is advantageous for the library to pay research 
workers’ subscriptions to these societies and take over the publications 
received. Membership of such societies usually has other tangible ad- 
vantages for the person concerned. In addition, non-serial publications 
are usually available at a discount. 

Where agents are not dealt with, the publisher’s address must also 
appear on the card and some system must be worked out to ensure that 
subscriptions are renewed well before they run out. This can be done by 
some simple diary notation but in a larger system edge-notched punched 
cards are very useful in that additional information, e.g. status of order 
(see below), department to be charged, agent, subject grouping, country 
of origin, etc., can also be obtained easily. 

The standing order file should be capable of distinguishing the status 
of the order, i.e. whether on order, currently received, cancelled and run- 
ning out or dead file, i.e. cancelled and fully catalogued. This can be 
done by means of punched cards, clip-on tags, (liable to be displaced) 
or by dividing the file into four sections. These four states allow checks 
to be made for orders placed and never received, to ensure that serials 
are catalogued upon first being received, and that the catalogue entry is 
closed off when subscription ceases. 

Back numbers of serials or replacement copies for those lost or muti- 
lated in use should be ordered as part of the book order. In America it 
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is the practice to send ‘want lists’ to the many second-hand periodical 
dealers for ‘quotes’ on any numbers in stock but this is hardly possible 
from New Zealand. Our practice has been to order missing and out of 
print copies from one or two of the larger dealers every nine months or 
so, and by obtaining 5%-10% of our requirements each time, our gaps 
are gradually filled. It should be borne in mind however that odd second- 
hand copies are often expensive, costing up to 2 or 3 times the published 
price. 

For new serials whose information value has not been ascertained, it 
is best either to enter a trial subscription for 1 year, or to order 2 or 3 
specific numbers. Publishers will often supply sample copies free upon 
request, but you can be fairly sure that you will receive one of the better, 
not poorer, issues. 

The record of payments should be shown on the standing order card. 
Each entry is made on a separate line and shows the amount paid, period 
covered, voucher number, and date certified or paid. Continuations and 
some periodicals of irregular frequency are usually charged for indi- 
vidually after each issue or group of issues is published and despatched. 
There is no annual subscription and each voucher for one or more issues 
is entered on a separate line. 

Further details of step by step procedures in ordering serials can be 
found in Drury’s Order work for libraries'9. 


RECORDING 


Serials should be recorded, as received, in some form of card or visible 
index file. Visible index equipment consists of overlapping cards or slips 
hinged at the top edge and with a jin. strip visible at the bottom edge. 
The cards are mounted flat in metal trays. The only favourable factor 
for the use of large cards (8in. by 6in.) is the low initial cost. Visible index 
systems are much dearer but entries can be made about 20% faster and 
there is no danger of misfiling cards. The two kinds of visible index equip- 
ment available are of the Kardex and Visiblex type. In the Kardex system, 
record slips are inserted into light card carriers which have a transparent 
plastic strip to protect the visible edge of the slip. One Visiblex system 
uses stouter cards suspended directly from wire carriers. The same facilities 
for protecting the visible edge of the card are not available and in growing 
systems the back of the upper cards cannot be used. The omission of the 
carrier allows more cards to be mounted per tray than in the Kardex 
which holds 75 guides per tray. This added to a slightly cheaper price 
makes Visiblex the more attractive proposition although I doubt this for 
a permanent record. Visible indexes are available in several sizes varying 
from a two-leaf folder type to metal cabinets containing from 5 to 20 
trays. For very large records, card wheels containing 5000 or more cards 
can be used. The cards are mounted on the circumference of a wheel 
about 30in. in diameter. The wheel is half enclosed in a container mounted 
on castors to enable it to be moved about if desired. 

For a full record both a record and a history or information sheet are 
needed; the latter is either the back of the preceding card or mounted on 
the back of the previous card carrier. Two or more varieties of record 
slip are usually used; a plain ruled sheet to record irregular material, 
mainly continuations, and one ruled in 15 columns to cover weekly to 
quarterly journals. Each of the 20 or so lines covers one year for monthly 
to quarterly journals. The extra columns record year, volume number 
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and title page and index information. For weekly and fortnightly journals, 
3 or 5 lines must be used to cover one year. Some libraries have specially 
ruled sheets for daily to fortnightly journals. A quarter inch strip at the 
bottom of the sheet is left blank for the journal title to be typed on and 
another line above it is divided to show publisher, how acquired, volume 
begins and frequency, title page and index information. The history or 
information sheet contains such information as subscription rate, in- 
dexed in . . . , binding instructions, bound volumes and their accession 
numbers, changes of title and of classification and/or location (if needed). 
A Kardex system is illustrated in Figure 1. 
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Fig. 1 Kardex periodicals record 
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Those journals which are filed without circulation should be entered 
upon receipt, others after circulation and before shelving. In the latter 
case the circulation register is an interim record of receipt and any journals 
lost on circulation will not show in the final record. Missing copies, i.e. 
those never received from the publisher, are always a minor problem, 
especially in far-removed countries like New Zealand. Many publishers 
will not recognize claims received more than about three months after 
issue. Claims by letter or specially printed card should be made as soon 
as possible, although for weekly to monthly journals some allowance 
should be made for fast direct ships overtaking earlier, slower or indirect 
ships. 

The acquisition of title pages and indexes is desirable for the complete- 
ness and full use of all journals. Many journals do not issue them and 
while other of the more important journals are pretty well covered by the 
H. W. Wilson and other indexes for their more important contents, 
indexes are often useful for tracking down odd news items, obituaries and 
notes that someone has seen and wants to trace. The best method is for 
the title page to be issued either as the first page stitched into the first 
issue of the volume or as a combined title page and index (t.p.i.) included 
at the back of and as an integral part of the last issue of the volume. 
With this method there is no risk of the t.p.i.’s either not being received 
or being damaged before binding. A combined t.p.i. can be sent separately 
later, be included loose in the last issue or in one of the early issues of 
the next volume and sometimes is only available upon request or standing 
order. As can be seen, it is essential that this information is known and 
recorded somewhere, preferably on the information sheet for each title. 
The British and French T.P.I. lists!7 18 give if, when and how issued for 
most journals published in these countries. Some information for most 
American and a few English titles can be found in the Faxon librarians’ 
guide15 and in the front of any H. W. Wilson index covering them. 


CIRCULATION 


In practically all libraries, some form of non-public circulation is done, 
however rudimentary. This varies from sending to the bindery for stiffen- 
ing, through circulation to order and reference sections or to an appro- 
priate professor for quick perusal to full scale circulation to library and 
research staff. Minor circulation can be done on trust or preferably 
controlled through using extra lines or sheets in the Visible index system 
but large scale circulation involves further procedures and records. There 
are many arguments for and against circulation of journals in special and 
university libraries and the relevance of the various factors usually depends 
upon special local circumstances, e.g. the location of laboratories, 
branches, rooms etc., with reference to the library. In a small specialist 
unit with all facilities grouped under one roof it may be possible to dispense 
with circulation and require all new magazines to be read in the library 
or be borrowed on over-night loan. For this purpose, new journals are 
displayed in alphabetical or grouped order for 14 days before shelving. In 
a larger laboratory, not so centralised, the pre-circulation display of new 
journals for 7-14 days gives everyone both a fair chance of seeing journals 
promptly and a chance of browsing. The circulation slip should first be 
attached to each journal so that readers can cross their name off or add it 
to any particular issue. Some larger libraries attempt to reduce circulation 
by issuing a library abstracts bulletin but this is expensive to compile and 
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unsatisfactory as research workers wish to peruse the general news, notes 
and advertisements in many journals and browse around their subject. 
One method of circulation is to attach a list of names of those who wish 
to see it to a journal and send it to the first person on the list who passes 
it on to the second person when he has finished with it, and so on. This 
method has little to recommend it other than economy of efiort. There is 
no means of telling who has the journal at any time and no means of 
telling who is persistently holding up circulation or losing journals. There 
is thus difficulty in locating the journal and in giving good service and 
keeping volumes complete. Even if finance extended to filing second copies 
of journals for reference there is still an obligation to give service to those 
on the bottom of the circulation list. Large scale circulation can be done 
on large cards but with all the disadvantages previously mentioned. Again, 
it can be done from Kardex or Visiblex cabinets but I consider these trays 
somewhat clumsy for constant handling for this type of work and have 
found a form of Visiblex loose leaf ledger the best. In these binders which 
are available in several sizes. the leaves have about 20 equally spaced 
holes punched near the left hand edge and the overlapping leaves are held 
in place by a number of curved prongs in the binder. The sheets are ruled 
somewhat like the Kardex sheets with twelve monthly columns and a 
blank left-hand edge to take the initials or code of those who see the 
journal. The bottom edge is blank to take the title of the journal and the 
four top lines show volume number, issue number, date and last page of 
each issue. A Visiblex loose leaf ledger is shown in Figure 2. 





si ee . 


Fig. 2 Visiblex circulation ledger, partly opened to show mechanism 
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SHELVING 


Serials may be arranged on the shelves in alphabetical order or in 
classified or subject-grouped order. The latter is perhaps preferable in 
small specialised libraries, but it does mean that related books are often 
separated by long runs of journals as are specific books from the more 
general. Also the acquisition of long back files of journals necessitates 
much unnecessary rearrangement of succeeding books and journals. 
Broader classification tends to defeat its own purpose and in the larger 
reference library the great amount of general material renders the analy- 
tical function of classification useless although it is of little use in any case 
owing to the scattering of articles through marginal journals. 

The filing of recent unbound copies of journals and of title pages and 
indexes presents minor problems. Some libraries file recent unbound jour- 
nals flat in pigeon holes for preservation although this means checking in 
two places as due to losses etc. several years of a title may be incomplete. 
Unbound copies should be filed alongside bound copies either vertically 
(free or in boxes) or flat on the shelf. Flimsy title pages and indexes, often 
consisting of only a few pages with the former separate, soon become 
crumpled and torn if filed loose in a pile of unbound copies and are best 
preserved in alphabetical order in a vertical file drawer or in file boxes 
reserved for the purpose. 


BINDING 


The purpose of binding journals is to conserve them and prevent them 
becoming worn out through use and filing. A bound volume protects its 
contents and is harder to lose or misplace, though when this does happen 
the loss is much greater. A bound volume is easier to use in finding the 
required page, especially when the volume is in many parts, e.g., a weekly 
to monthly journal or an abstracting journal with constant reference back 
from the index. A bound volume is easier to handle and to file, and 
conserves shelf space both in the tight-sewing and omission of advertising 
matter. Bindery procedure depends on the relationship with the binding 
firm or agent used. If relationships are good with an outside binder, a 
steady stream of unbound volumes can be sent as they become complete 
and ready for binding. If working through some complicated requisitioning 
or purchasing system large groups of 30, 50 or 100 volumes are sent 
periodically after either checking the shelves or the binding register. A 
binding register is either a loose leaf ledger in which titles are entered in 
roughly alphabetical order when found to be complete during shelving, or 
a sheaf of binding slips which are filled out in the same way during shel- 
ving. 

Most good binders will not require sample volumes to be sent and will 
keep specifications both of the cloth and of the lettering and tooling on 
cover and spine. Again, most binders will supply sample coded booklets 
of the binding cloths that they try to keep in stock. Standing instructions 
should be left with the binders or included on the binding slip to cover 
placement of index, inclusion or stripping of covers and advertising matter, 
coloured interleaving sheets between issues, or volumes, where necessary. 
The binding slip should have blank spaces to carry information on 
lettering, cloth and binding specification when necessary. 

The economies and various styles of binding are beyond the scope of 
this article. 


153 





LOANS 


The loans system again is dependent upon local circumstances, e.g. 
number of library staff, size and layout of library. It is possible to record 
all periodical loans on a second sheet provided for each title in the Visible 
index circulation register, or this may be done by the use of book cards 
provided in the bound volumes and ‘making out temporary cards for 
unbound issues. A file of book cards headed with the names of the more 
important or most frequently used journals is a help. In the larger special 
libraries, bound volumes have one or two book cards and unbound jour- 
nals are issued in the general loans register. 


CATALOGUING 


The two main rules for cataloguing serials are (i) that those serials with 
distinctive titles, e.g., New Zealand science review, Tuatara, are entered 
under title and (ii) those with non-distinctive titles, i.e. mainly publications 
of societies and institutions such as Journal of the New Zealand institute 
of architects, Transactions of the Royal Society of New Zealand, are 
entered under the society or institution. 

Clerical assistants can be used for a lot of serials work, and to save 
endless confusion and training consideration should be given to using the 
straight title as the form of entry, especially for periodicals work. The main 
virtue claimed for the corporate body form of entry is that it groups 
publications of that body together, e.g. the Bulletin, Proceedings and 
Transactions of the American mathematical society are grouped together 
under the society and not scattered through the alphabet under B, P and T, 
but this merely gives a false impression as its distinctively titled Mathema- 
tical reviews wil be found under M. Title form of entry from catalogue to 
shelving will help both clerical and research workers who cannot be 
expected to follow the irrational intricacies of library rules. Title form of 
entry is used in practically all references and in the World list of scientific 
periodicals’. Title entry with reference to both superseded title and 
superseding title would save much recataloguing. Information as to 
whether a certain volume of a certain journal was held would be available 
by looking under that title in the catalogue. This system would mean that 
a set of a journal might be broken into several parts shelved in defferent 
places. However, the inconvenience in reshelving a large nimber of 
volumes, when the title changed, would be avoided. Difficulty could arise 
when the journal changed its title in the middle of a volume which was 
bound. Such a library, under present conditions, would have to file ‘see’ 
reference cards referring back from the correct form of entry, especially 
where not apparent, in order to meet Interloan requests. 


Simplified periodicals cataloguing, after the fashion of Union list of 


serials entries, should be sufficient for most libraries. Title, sponsoring 
body (if any and if not already given), place of publication, previous 
titles, cumulative indexes, library holdings and call number give all the 
necessary working information. There is little point in adding size, editor, 
number of volumes, or even date of commencement of issue of the journal. 
Cataloguing should be done from the publication and first principles— 
many librarians have little else to help them. Reference to Gregory! 3 4 
and other Union Lists5 6 7 2° should only be made for checking difficult 
foreign entries. 
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BULLETINS 


The cataloguing of the serial bulletin type of publication presents 
difficulties when comparatively small libraries can easily hold thousands 
or tens of thousands of them. Under these circumstances, full cataloguing 
under author, with added entries for joint authors (of whom there are 
often many) and for series is impossible on economic grounds, both from 
shortage of staff and of catalogue cabinets. Cataloguing and treatment 
must be on a selective basis, both in cataloguing and organizing. The 
United States Department of Agriculture has issued nearly 6300 printed 
publications in 6 main series plus many smaller series and the problems of 
full cataloguing and treatment for this Department alone are quite 
apparent. 

Most serial bulletin type of publications are asked for as a serial bulletin 
and in a number of subjects an approach can be made through bibliogra- 
phical tools and abstracting and indexing services. The subject indexing of 
bulletins of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and of the many state 
Agricultural experiment stations is pointless in libraries subscribing to the 
Agricultural index. 

Library holdings of sets of bulletins can be more simply shown in 
several ways. The simpler the manner the less information about each 
bulletin is shown on the card. Some libraries show the serial numbers of 
the bulletin held, spaced roughly about 20-40 to a card. A neater system 
is to have the numbers 1-100 spaced and printed on cards. Numbers held 
are ringed and a number near the top left-hand edge of the card shows 
which of the hundreds the card covers. This method while economical in 
time and space cannot give any details of bibliographical details or 
unusual location of the bulletins. These can be shown with some saving 
of time or space by the three titles per card arrangement shown below: 





UNITED STATES.Department of agriculture. 
Foreign agriculture bulletin. 





3. The agriculture of Uruguay, by C. H. 
Farnworth. 133p. tabs., diagrs., bibl. 1952 


O 











All the bibliographical details are given and missing copies can usually 
be added without need for retyping. 
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Unless some form of binding or stiffening is possible, runs of bulletins 
are best shelved under closed access to save them from rough handling or 
misfiling. For preservation and ease of access, bulletins should be filed in 
pamphlet boxes. Bulletins that have been stiffened can then be classified 
and filed as books, as can a group on one subject and of roughly the same 
size. Bulletins can be bound together in groups of 10 or 20 and some series 
have title-pages and tables of contents for this purpose. However, in most 
research libraries the number held is such that they are best shelved in 
series in boxes. 


INTERLOAN AND UNION LIsTS 


The various Union lists noted above should mainly be used for checking 
for titles of references that cannot be recognised. Bagnall’s Union list of 
serials . . .2%is the latest list available and in any case the Most important 
from the New Zealand point of view as it allows direct inter-library 
borrowing for most of the serials held in libraries in New Zealand. One 
supplement2° to this list has already been issued and it is hoped that 
others will be issued and cumulated at regular intervals in the future. 
These supplements will only record new titles, changed titles and signifi- 
cant new accessions, so interloan requests for material not listed should 
be sent to the National Library Service, Wellington as in the past. At 
NLS requests will be checked against the Union list of Serials card file 
which will show odd numbers and short incomplete runs not listed in the 
Supplements and will also help to assess what journals not held in the 
country are requested the most, with some chance of remedial action. 
Gregory’s and other overseas Union lists are also useful to research 
libraries for obtaining microfilm copies of articles in journals not held in 
New Zealand. What is probably the final supplement to the 2nd edition 
of Gregory is due this year covering the period 1944-49. This will bridge 
most of the gap between the first supplement 1941-3 and the Library of 
Congress Serial titles newly received2'. This latter publication which only 
recorded new serials received by the Library of Congress was superseded 
this year by its New serial titles22 which aims at being an annual supple- 
ment to Gregory. It will list new serials received by major American lib- 
raries and will include both new publications and new acquisitions of titles 
never previously listed in Gregory and its supplements. The definition of 
serial has been considerably widened, but still excludes United States 
federal and state serial documents. Its monthly issues will be cumulated 
for Nos. 1-6 and 7-11 with a separate annual volume. 

The World list of scientific periodicals’ is not only a Union list of major 
holdings in Great Britain, but also includes some titles of which there are 
no known holdings. Perhaps its major function in overseas libraries is as 
a list of the official international abbreviations of titles of scientific 
journals for use in references. 


SoME Books 


Clark’s The problem presented by periodicals . . .23 is a small pamphlet 
surveying the degree of completeness of sets of important periodicals in 
the United States. Gables’ Manual of serials work24 is the only book on 
the subject, even though it is a bit out of date and slanted towards periodi- 
cals. It covers the history, selection, ordering and processing of serials. It 
should be superseded in part by Grenfell’s Periodicals and serials25 
published this year. 
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Serial slants2® is a quarterly journal devoted to ‘news and articles 
pertaining to the acquisition, processing and servicing of serials’. The two 
issues perused by the writer bear out this claim and the journal is commen- 
ded to all interested librarians. Reiman’s A selected bibliography of 
articles related to serials 1936-5227 which appeared in it is incomplete and 
not selective enough, but is the only comprehensive and up-to-date 
bibliography known. 
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STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 14TH JULY 1953 


Present: W. S. Wauchop (in the chair), A. G. Bagnall, M. S. Fleming, 
E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, D. M. Wylie and the Acting-Secretary. 

Apologies: from Dame Elizabeth Gilmer and Mr H. W. B .Bacon were 
sustained. 

Archives: Mr Wauchop reported that Miss Fleming, Mr Bagnall and 
himself had seen the Minister on May Ist. Owing to the closing of the 
session, the deputation had to be arranged quickly and no other delegates 
were available. Mr Duncan Rae, M.P., had introduced the deputation. 
The resolutions from Conference were placed before the Minister, who 
gave a sympathetic hearing and, on the question of accommodation, 
stated that every endeavour was being made to find more suitable quarters 
for Archives. The Minister promised the co-operation of his Department 
in the Survey of Local Body Records at present being undertaken by the 
Association. The report was received. 

Library Buildings Committee: Mr Wauchop reported that an honor- 
arium of two guineas had been paid to Mr W. Mason for advice given 
to the Library Buildings Committee in connection with the Oamaru 
Municipal Library. The report was received and the action taken approved. 

Subscriptions: It was resolved that the Hon. Editor should be asked to 
publish in New Zealand Libraries the figures showing the proportion 
of subscriptions paid by different types of member. 

Brochure on Children’s Library Service: It was reported that authority 
had been given for 10,000 copies to be printed at a cost of £48. It was 
decided to ask the Children’s and Young People’s Section to present a 
more detailed distribution plan for consideration by Council. 

Book Import Restrictions: It was resolved that a letter of appreciation 
and approval of the removal of import (exchange) restrictions on books 
be sent to the Minister of Finance. 

Salary Scale: It was reported that the salary scale had been sent to all 
local authority members of the Association. Two replies stating that the 
matter would be kept under review had been received. 

Palmerston North Regional Conference: The Branch reported that it 
proposed to hold a Regional Conference from August 8th-10th. It was 
resolved to congratulate the Branch on arranging the conference. 

Grants to Branches: It was resolved that grants of £2 to the Palmerston 
North Branch and £3 to the Wellington Branch be made. 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL 


COMMITTEE ON A REGISTER OF 
QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS 


THE Committee has discussed its proposed Rules for a Register of Quali- 
fied Librarians in the light of further comment from branches of the 
Association and from the Professional Section. While there has been 
substantial progress in formulating an acceptable scheme, it is not now 
suggested that the 1953 Annual Meeting should be asked to endorse the 
proposal. 

The Committee now agrees that only the Associateship should be con- 
cerned as having significance in that the Association would stand behind 
it as the appropriate qualification for all positions of professional status, 
while the Fellowship should be regarded as an honour within the Profes- 
sion. It is therefore proposed to amend Rule 2 to read: 

The object is to provide, in the institution of Associateships, a 
reliable indication of the worthiness of the Associate to hold library 
posts of a professional status; and, in the institution of Fellowships, 
a high honour indicative of professional leadership. 


Other amendments are proposed: 
i. to give effect to the intention of Rule 2 as amended; 
ii. to strengthen the rules as to eligibility; and 


iii. to reduce the fee (it is now proposed that there should be one 
fee of three guineas for a charter, and that an Associate who is 
elected a Fellow should not pay a further fee). 

It is thought that before any formal rules are put forward for adoption 
by the Association, there should be a wider consideration of the principles 
and general objectives of the scheme, and the Committee therefore, with- 
draws its earlier recommendations, and asks authority to undertake a 
programme of explanation and discussion. (The recommendations of the 
Committee are contained in the report of Council’s meeting in this issue.) 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 


Pamphlet on children’s library service: The pamphlet, compiled by last 
year’s committee, has now been printed by Pelorus Press, and 10,000 
copies are ready for distribution. The Committee suggests direct distribu- 
tion from NZLA to organizations with a Dominion-wide link-up: e.g. 
W.D.F.F., Women’s Institutes, League of Mothers, Plunket Society, 
Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A. and Vocational guidance centres . . . The P.T.A.’s 
would probably be the most effective source of supply to parents. There 
are only five Federations in New Zealand—Auckland, North Auckland, 
South Auckland, Taranaki and Canterbury. These Federations have a 
register of all P.T.A.’s in their respective areas, and, here again, NZLA 
might supply them direct. All other P.T.A.’s might be supplied locally 
through NZLA branches, who might also distribute the pamphlet to 
societies and organizations with only local application . . . 

Survey on library services to children: Questionnaires have been sent 
out again to those libraries that did not furnish returns earlier, i.e., in 
response to Dunedin’s request. The additional figures will help to complete 
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the statistical picture, begun by last year’s committee, of children’s services 
from public libraries. 

This year’s committee, however, is concerning itself, in the main, with 
the whole policy and operation of library service to children, particularly 
with the relations between public libraries and the School Library Service. 
Some of the points under consideration are: Should S.L.S. include cities? 
(It was planned initially as a service to country children). Should librarians 
attempt a service to schools? What extensions is it desirable and possible 
for librarians to plan for children’s service, and what standards should 
they adopt? How can intermediate service best be given? 

The committee considers it important to formulate some policy on 
these matters, and has therefore asked the Branches to discuss the subject 
fully, and to communicate to them the results of their findings. 


Children’s Book Week and the Joint Committee of Booksellers and 
Librarians: Children’s Book Week activities will follow much the same 
pattern as in previous years: national and local press and radio publicity, 
with special displays and talks in bookshops and libraries . . . 

The Committee is strongly of the opinion, however, that talks, dis- 
plays and articles all concentrated into a week’s effort, and usually without 
any direct follow-up must remain a highly artificial and ineffective means 
of getting ‘the right book to the right child.’ We therefore regard Children’s 
Book Week, not so much as a significant and productive event in itself, 
as one of a series of activities to feature children’s literature and library 
services throughout the year, and bring them regularly to the notice of 
parents and others concerned. 

In Auckland we are establishing a permanent joint committee of 
representatives from the Children’s and Young People’s Section and the 
Booksellers’ Association who will co-operate throughout the year in 
matters relating to children’s literature. This joint committee has already 
met once in connection with Children’s Book Week, and the representa- 
tives from both associations have agreed in principle to an extension of 
our joint activities. 

The section committee has made a beginning, too, by approaching press 
and radio in establishing the idea of regular publicity for children’s 
literature. Two magazines have agreed to accept regular articles and 
reviews, and we are continuing our investigations in this direction. We 
are suggesting that local Branches might care to explore similar possibili- 
ties in their own districts. 


Teacher-librarian refresher courses: The suggestion has been made by 
the Teacher-librarian on our committee that we should explore the 
desirability and possibility of instruction for teachers at refresher courses. 
A statement has yet to be prepared on this subject, and will be submitted 
later in the year. 


Newsletters: In order to keep the Branches informed about the Section’s 
activities, and also to get their co-operation, the Committee is proposing 
to send them regular newsletters outlining what is being done, and sug- 
gesting topics for local discussion and investigation. An introductory 
letter explaining the purpose of the newsletters and followed by the first 
issue has already been circulated, and we hope that the letters will en- 
courage members to discuss work with children and young people, and 
to send comments and suggestions to the Section Committee. 
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NZLA COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETING HELD ON 
19TH AUGUST 1953 


Present: The President (W. S. Wauchop) in the chair, A. G. Bagnall, 
H. W. B. Bacon, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, M. S. Fleming, 
E. M. Gilmer, N. Gordon, E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. 
McMillan, R. N. O'Reilly, F. H. Rogers, D. M. Wylie, and the Acting 
Secretary. 


Apologies: Apologies from W. M. Tongue and S. Perry (overseas) 
were sustained. 


Salary Scale: The recommendation from the last meeting of Council 
that the population grouping below 35,000 should be amended to read 
25,000-35,000 had been considered by the Salaries Committee, which had 
recommended instead as an amendment: 15,000-35,000. Council adopted 
this recommendation, and it was decided that a copy of the scale, as 
amended, should be sent to the Municipal Association. 


Small Public Libraries Section: A letter was received from Miss Cowey 
suggesting the formation of a Small Public Libraries Section of NZLA, 
and Council approved in principle the formation of such a section. Miss 
Cowey was asked to carry out further investigations and report to the 
next meeting of Council. 


Art Galleries and Museums Association: A letter was received from the 
Art Galleries and Museums Association offering co-operation in any steps 
taken towards obtaining suitable accommodation for archives. 


Local Authorities Section: A letter was received from the Secretary, 
Local Authorities Section, which suggested that copies of A Message to 
Local Authorities be sent to newly-elected Councils after the October 
elections. It was suggested that the brochure be sent to those local bodies 
which conduct libraries but which are not members of the Association 
with the request that it be brought before the Council at the earliest 
opportunity, and in the case of those local bodies which do not provide 
library service, a covering letter should also be sent, perhaps from the 
President, NZLA, which might stress, in the case of County Councils, 
that they are legally entitled to contribute to the support of libraries both 
within and without the county area. The letter was received, and the 
suggestions approved. 


Pamphlet ‘How you can help’. In the absence of Mr Dunningham, Mr 
McEldowney had prepared the draft pamphlet. He suggested it should 
be printed as a small brochure, 5000 copies to be printed at a probable 
cost of £40. It was decided to amend the title to ‘You can help the library’, 
and with this alteration and a few minor textual changes, Council adopted 
Mr McEldowney’s recommendations. A further recommendation, that 
distribution be arranged through institutional members of the Associa- 
tion, was adopted with the provision that copies should first be sent to 
these members to ascertain the total number each would be likely to 
require. 

Miss N. Bateson: Council carried unanimously the following resolu- 
tion: ‘That this Council place on record its warm appreciation of the 
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services to New Zealand libraries and librarianship from 1947 to 1953 
of Miss Nora Bateson; as Director of the Library School, she inspired 
students by her high standards and by her far-sighted views of the functions 
of libraries in the community; as a Councillor and Committee member of 
this Association, she gave us the benefit of sound counsel and a wide 
overseas experience; and, as a person, she has become the valued friend 
of many of us who have been associated with her.’ 


Professional Section: Amendments to the rules of this Section, as adopted 
by its annual meeting in February, were approved. 


Standards of Appointment: After a few minor alterations had been 
made, this document was approved, and it was agreed that the document 
should be printed in New Zealand Libraries. A letter was received from 
the Town Clerk, Whangarei, in which a request was made for copies of 
suitable conditions of appointment which might be useful to the Whan- 
garei Borough Council in drawing up a new set of conditions for its 
librarian. It was decided to send a copy of the Standards of Appointment, 
togehter with copies of conditions of appointment issued by the Lower 
Hutt City Council and the Hokitika Borough Council. 


Library Buildings Committee: It was agreed that Mr Mercer should be 
asked to act again as convener of the Committee. It was decided to ask 
Mr Sage to become a member of the committee. A letter was received 
from Miss Cowey pointing out the valuable work which Mr W. Mason 
had done in connection with the colour scheme of the new public library 
at Oamaru. It was agreed to invite Mr Mason to become a member of 
the NZLA Buildings Committee. 


Library Training Committee: The report of the Committee was received, 
and the following recommendations adopted: 


i. That the fees for the course for students admitted after January 1954 
be raised from £2 10s. to £3, and that a fee of £1 be charged for the test 
for Part I, Paper A, and £1 for Part I, Paper B. 


ii. That the clause set out on page 2(b) of the present syllabus—‘that 
applicants must have been working in such a library (i.e., a library eligible 
for institutional membership of the Association) for six months on the 
Ist August of the year in which they start the course’-—be amended to 
read ‘that applicants must have been working in such a library for twelve 
months on the Ist March of the year in which they start the course.’ 


iii. That the names of Mr T. B. O’Neill and Mr H. Macaskill be added 
to the Committee. 


iv. That the names of Miss A. Jamieson, Mr W. Tanzer and Mr E. H. 
Leatham be added to the panel of tutors. 


The following resolution was carried by Council: ‘That the Training 
Committee be asked to investigate and report to the next meeting of 
Council the question of whether the General Training Course as at 
present constituted is satisfactorily meeting the requirements of junior 
entrants to the profession.’ 

A letter was received from Mr G. T. Alley, stating that he wished to 
be relived of his duties as convener of the committee, and, for a term, of 
his membership of it. He suggested that Mr T. B. O’Neill be asked to 
act as convener. It was unanimously decided to ask Mr Alley to reconsider 
his decision, and to remain in office until the Annual Meeting in 1954. 
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Book Resources Committee: The report of this Committee was received, 
and the following recommendations adopted: 


i. That NZLA copies of the Union List of Serials be sent to Library of 
Congress, British Museum, H. W. Wilson Co., the Hon. H. G. R. Mason, 
Library Association (England), American Library Association (to which 
Council added the Library Association of Australia). 


ii. That a second supplement to the Harris Guide to N.Z. reference 
material be published. 


iii. That a letter be sent to the Prime Minister pointing out the acute 
storage difficulties of practically all major libraries; the extent to which 
libraries act co-operatively to ensure availability of important material, 
and, as far as practicable, the avoidance of unnecessary duplication and 
tentative steps being taken by libraries in other centres to meet this situa- 
tion. The Association urges that adequate facilities for appropriate 
storage be made available to government libraries which play an essential 
part in this policy. 

The following resolution was carried by Council: ‘That the Book 
Resources Committee be asked to consider the proposal that “A” authors 
on the Fiction Committee’s list who died before 1920 and whose works 
are generally unobtainable be brought within the scope of inter-library 
loan.’ 

Conference Programme Committee: The Committee presented a draft 
programme. A letter was read from Mr J. P. Sage suggesting that a 
‘Local Authorities’ Round Table’ be held at conference, when local 
authority members could be told something of the activities of the Associa- 
tion by the President and Hon. Secretary. After general discussion of the 
programme, it was resolved that the draft programme be approved, with 
the incorporation if possible of Mr Sage’s suggestion and proposals made 
by Council members, for circulation to branches and sections, and for 
forwarding to Standing Executive for final approval. 


Register of Librarians: The Committee on a Register of Qualified 
Librarians reported that while there had been substantial progress in 
formulating an acceptable scheme, it was not now proposed to ask 
Council’s endorsement of the earlier proposal that the current draft be 
submitted to the Annual Meeting of 1954. The following recommendations 
were adopted: 

i. The question of the institution of a Register should be discussed at 
a Conference Session in February 1954, a suitable remit to be devised by 
the Committee. 

ii. The present Committee should be reconstituted in 1954. 

iii. Council should decide at its mid-year meeting in 1954 whether to 
endorse the Committee’s detailed proposals. 

iv. If Council does so decide, it should place the proposals before the 
1955 Annual Meeting, together with any necessary amendment to the 
Rules of the Association. 

Children’s and Young People’s Section: The report of this Section was 
presented by Miss Gordon. The Section Committee suggested a scheme 
for distribution of the pamphlet on Children’s Library Service through 
organizations with a Dominion-wide link-up: The report was received. 
(Extracts from the report are printed elsewhere.) 
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Auckland Branch Report: The Auckland Branch reported that it had 
been engaged in demonstrations of library service at Takapuna and 
Devonport. With displays and publicity, these had been very successful. 
The report was received, and it was resolved that a letter of congratula- 
tion from the Council be sent to the Auckland Branch. 


Palmerston North Branch: Mr Wauchop reported that he had attended 
part of the regional conference held early in August. He said that as far 
as he was able to judge, it had been very successful. 


Conference: The University and Research Section reported that at its 
meeting on 18th August, a recommendation had been put forward that 
every third conference should be held in Wellington. Council noted the 
recommendation, and recorded it for reference at the time of discussing 
future conferences. é 


School Libraries as Classrooms: A report in the Dominion of 19th August 
that the Education Department had decided that school libraries must, 
for the time being, be used as teaching rooms, was viewed with concern. 
It was resolved that a letter be sent to the Minister of Education com- 
menting on the press statement, deploring the decision made, and asking 
for a reconsideration of it. It was further resolved that the Wellington 
Education Board, whose discussion of the question had been the basis 
of the newspaper report, be informed of the Association’s support. 

Censorship: Attention was drawn to the report in the current Listener 
of the activities of the censorship committee. It was reported that no 
advice had been received of any decisions made by the Committee. 





COUNTRY LIBRARIANS 


For those books you rarely see in the country 
bookshop but would like to add to your shelves, 
Modern Books is the answer. 


We specialise in books for the cultured reader 
(while catering as well for the popular taste). 


Classics, foreign translations, music, art, literary 
criticism, drama - these are some of the spheres in 
which Modern Books’ range is hard to equal. 


Why not see for yourself on your next trip to the 
capital ? 


MODERN BOOKS 


48A MANNERS STREET, WELLINGTON 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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FICTION LIST 





MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 

[A] Promising _ 

ABs Popular—fair standard 

B Popular 
POPULARITY 


is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) 
after the title gradings 


1. STANDARD TITLES 


Baker, George Edward, 1902-. A. The 
last shore. Barrie, 1953. 12s. 6d. A re- 
telling of the story of the Trojan War 
from the Achaean side, and of the ill- 
fated royal house of Argos in its three 
generations from Atreus to Orestes. 
‘Mr Baker’s Homeric Greece sounds 
aad ee and believable.’—Philip 
Tro _~_ ou AB**. 

Cela, Camilo José, 1916-. A. The hive; tr. 
from the Spanish by J. M. Cohen. 
Gollancz, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘This harsh 
cartoon of Franco’s Madrid . . . turns 
a moving camera on to throngs of seedy 
Spaniar pre-occupied by hunger, 
money and desire—in that order... 
Too dull and repetitive (but) certainly 
a work of force and acumen.’—Giles 
Romilly, NSN 22-8-53. AB*. 

Cooper, Lettice Ulpha, 1897-. A. Fenny. 
Gollancz, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘A _ gentle, 
civilized book, a most refreshing 
change from the brashness that is so 
prevalent in contemporary fiction. . . 
For all the sorrows and emotional 
strains depicted in it, this is a peaceful 
and thoroughly pleasing book for 
women to read.’—Marghanita Laski, 
Spectator, 15-5-53. AB* 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


A Highest level: wholly free 
Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Third level: equally free and rental 


aB Fourth level: mainly rental 

ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 
mendation 

B Stock commercial level: wholly 
rental 

Oo May cause offence 


BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Morand, Paul, 1888-. A. The flagellant of 
Seville. Lehmann, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘Highly 
studied novel about Spain during the 
Napoleonic invasion . . . a carefully 
considered and stylish piece of work in 
which M. Morand’s Spanish atmos- 
phere, his Goyaesque scenes of violence 
and corruption, and his passages of 
elegant disquisition are done with 
excellent i. *—R. D. Charques, 
Spectator 22-5-53. 

Priestley, John omen etheg “i894-. AB. The 
other place. Heinemann, 1953. 12s. 6d. 
‘Illustrates from every angle—past, 
present and future—his fascination 
with the problems of personality in 
time. None of the stories, of course, is 
unentertaining, or less than very com- 
petent. Nevertheless, I found the total 
somewhat oy oe *—Angus Wilson 
NSN, 15-8-53. 

Thomas, Gwyn, ie ra A frost on my 
frolic, Gollancz, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘lively- 
spirited, often bitter tale of life in a 
Welsh village, seen through the eyes of 
schoolboys. It suffers from a Celtic 
exuberance of fancy and humour.’— 
Honor Tracy, NSN 25-7-53. Ab*. 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 
OTHER AUTHORS 


Buhet, Gil. The honey siege. Cape, 1953. 
12s. 6d. ‘From France of all countries, 
the birthplace of Gide’s little counter- 
feiters and Mauriac’s little miseries, 
comes M. Buhet’s shining restatement 
of the heroic vision of boyhood 
He his small village and its 
inhabitants triumphantly to life. His 
characterization of children and adults 
alike is very good indeed.’—Walter 
Allen, NSN S- 8-53. Ab*. 

Clift, Charmian and Johnston, George 
Henry. Big chariot. Angus and Robert- 
son, 1953. 17s. 3d. (NZ). ‘a good and 
interesting, even a moving, novel, and 
if a student of Chinese history would 
occasionally raise his eyebrows, the 
reader need not trouble to do so. For 
in addition to telling a stirring and 
tragic story, the authors have a point 
to make and they have made it well.’— 

Raymond Holden, SRL 18-4-53. 


Coxhead, Elizabeth, 1909-. The Midlanders, 
Collins, 1953. 10s. 6d. ‘She writes with 
a feminine perception and point of view, 
yet with a masculine breadth of interest 
. . . Her new book is her best yet.’— 

J. D. Scott, NSN 11-7-53. AB**. 
Farrell, Kathleen. Take it to heart. Hart- 
avis, 1953. 10s. 6d. ‘Her strong points 
area minutely observant and loving eye 
for the physical world, and a talent for 
writing long, unrealistic but convincin 
conversations which reveal her self- 
tormenting characters better than pages 

of analysis..—TLS 31-7-53. AB*. 
Lowndes, Marion (Smith), 1906-. Monsoon 
quarter. Gollancz, 1953. 12s. 6d. 
‘Conveys . . . the atmosphere of solitary 
life on a New Guinea island remarkably 
well. Her book is unevenly written, but 
it has much interesting natural observa- 
— me as suspense.’—TLS 





Mallet, Francoise. Into the labyrinth; tr. 
from the French by Herma Briffault. 


Secker and Warburg, 1953. 10s. 6d. 
‘the account of a love affair between 
a young girl and an older woman. . 
The author treats this subject with res- 
ponsibility and seriousness, while avoid- 
ing the marshes of desperate intensity 
into which it might so easily have led 
her."—TLS 17-7-53. AB*. O. 

Payne, Pierre Stephen Robert, 1911-. B. 
The emperor. Heinemann, 1953. 15s. 
Set in 17th century India, this sequel 
to ‘The Great Mogul’ continues the 
story of an Englishman, Stephen 
Taverner at the Court of Shah Jehan, 
who built the Taj Mahal. ‘without in- 
dulging in purple passages, he makes 
the splendour of the Mogul court vivid 
and real, but he is even better at des- 
cribing scenes of action . . . Less suc- 
cessful at drawing characters. =" 
Trower, Spectator 26-6-53. AB** 


Salinger, Jerome David, 1919-. For Esmé— 
with love and squalor. Hamilton, 1953. 
10s. 6d. A collection of short stories by 
the author of ‘The catcher in the rye.’ 
‘A perfect and retentive ear for dia- 
logue . . . A supremely humane writer 
whose irony is never malicious, whose 
affection for his fellow-men is never 
sentimental . His preoccupation is 
still with children; he seems to under- 
stand them as no English-speaking 
writer has done since Lewis Carroll.’— 
Philip Toynbee, Observer 14-6-53. A*. 

Wolfe, Bernard. Limbo °90. Secker and 
Warburg, 1953. 15s. ‘meat for grown- 
ups and not gum for children in space 
suits . . . full of feeling in parts, and of 
brilliance in other parts, and sometimes 
of both together—an odd, clever, high- 
spirited book with a curious power to 
draw its readers into a private vision of 
es D. Scott, NSN 1-8-53. 


5. REPRINTS AND RETRANSLATIONS (EXCLUDING FREQUENTLY 
REPRINTED WORKS) 


Gide, André Paul Guillaume, 1869-1951. A. 
Marshlands and ometheus_ mis- 
bound: two satires; tr. from the French 
by George D. Painter. Secker and 
Warburg, 1953. 12s. 6d. Gide classified 
these works among his ‘soties’ or 
satirical farces. The it is a tilt against 
the author with a ‘Purpose’, who falls 
victim to the disease of society he por- 
trays. The second tells of the appearance 
of Prometheus and his eagle in Paris of 
the 1890s. In the events that follow 
Gide’s famous concept of the ‘acte 


gratuit’ is put into amusing practice. 
A volume in the collected edition of 
Gide now being 7 jointly by 
Cassell and Secker. 
McCullers, Carson (Smith), 1917-. A. The 
heart is a lonely hunter. Cresset, 1953. 
15s. Reprint of a novel published in 
1943. Her only long novel, though really 
a pepe of short novels woven into 


— » - one of the greatest artists now 
in — ’"—-Honor Tracy, 
NSN 5-7-53. 


IN LIBRARY LITERATURE 


Beaglehole, J. C. Why archives? NZ Journal 
of public administration 15 no. 1:9-16 
S$ °S2. he realistic, commonsense 
approach to archives. 

Bevis, Margaret Beth (Cuthbertson). The 
Southern Rhodesia National Free 
Library Service. South African libraries 
20:103-8 Ap ’53. Based on the Bulawayo 
Public Library, the National Library 
Service lends books, largely by post, 
to readers ‘eee the Rhodesias 
and Nyasalan 

Bjorkborn, C. Bibliographical tools for 
control of current periodicals. Review 
of documentation 20:19-24 Mr °53. A 
list, arranged by country, of tools list- 
ing new and changed periodical titles. 

Bryon, J. F. W. The Vollans report. Librarian 
and book world 42:21-4 F °53. An 
extended review of Vollans, R.F. 
Library co-operation in Great Britain. 

Cass, W. G. Scientific bibliography and 
information work in Russia. Library 
world 54:207-10 Je °53. Critical review 
of some recent work published by the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences. 

Clarke Irwin. Canadian library association 
bulletin 9:151-4 My °53. An account of 
the Toronto publishing firm, affiliated 


166 


with many leading English publishers, 
which has actively encouraged Canadian 
writers. 

Collison, Robert L. A metropolitan county 
library. Library world 54:212-4 Je °53. 
The organization and work of the Los 
Angeles County Library as seen by an 
Englishman. 

Dove, Jack. The common round. Librarian 
and book world 42:7-10 Ja °53. Why 
maintain issue records? and how? 

Firth, Joan. The Hereford chained library. 
Library world 54:87-8 D °52. Story of 
the restored Elizabethan library of 
Hereford Cathedral. 

Harper, Shirley F. Information services: 
labour and industrial relations. Wilson 
library bulletin 27:452-4 F °53. Of 
particular interest to the technical and 
commercial librarian. 

Haugh, W. S. Library association council— 
revision of constitution. Librarian and 

world 42:1-4 Ja °53. Proposals 
for securing an altered representation 
of members. 

Hepworth, P. The Norwich city library. 
Library world: 54:127-30 F ’53. 

Johnson, Robert K. The university library 
and its ‘community.’ Wilson library 
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bulletin 27:522-4 Mr °53. Relations 

betweeo the university library and its 

professorial, graduate, undergraduate 
and alumni users. 

McColvin, Lionel C. Public libraries in 
Denmark. Library association record 
55:103-9 Ap °53. 

Munford, W. A. Idol in the wood. Library 
world 54:167-8 Ap °53. Comment on 
the Savage articles on Edward Edward 
listed below. 

Murray, Peter and Benge, R. C. Art history 
in public libraries: a discussion. Lib- 
rarian and book world 42:47-51 Mr 
*53 Contains much interesting informa- 
tion and opinion on library material. 

Reiman, Frederick K. A _ selected biblio- 
graphy of articles relating to serials, 
1936-1952. Serial slants, 4-49-94 Ap °53. 

Rider, K. J. Library service for odianen. 
Engineer (London). 195:252-4 F 13 °53. 
Purpose and methods, with a survey 
of British facilities. Article closes with 
a general review of technical informa- 
tion services, their value and influence 
oy industry lw ¢ 

St J Francis R. A service for senior 

citizens. Wilson library bulletin 27: 

531-533 Mr ’°S53. Brooklyn Public 

Library, Flatbush Branch, has set aside 

a club room for its elderly users; its 
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origins and activities are discussed here. 

Savage, Ernest A. Edward Edwards and the 
Library Association. Library world 
54:132-6, 151-3 F, Mr °53. 

Sayers, W. C. Berwick. How many copies? 

me random thoughts. Library world 
54:130-1. ‘We are no longer so confined 
in our book funds that a single copy . . . 
ofa widely read book is all that can be 
afforded.” 

Stevens, Rolland E. Characteristics of subject 
literatures. ACRL monograph no. €: 
10-22 Ja °53. A survey of surveys of 
subject literature, examining for title 
and subject dispersion, and importance 
of the time, language and form factors. 

Varley, D. H. Library service for Africans 
in the Rhodesias and Nyasaland. South 
African libraries 20-108-16 Ap ’53. The 
author, who carried out a survey of 
library facilities in the Central African 
territories in 1950, reports on the grop- 
ing attempts which have been made so 
far against heavy odds, and lays down 
basic rules which should guide future 
development. 

oodward, Jean L. The school library bulletin 

board. Wilson library bulletin 27 :540-44 

Mr ’53. A comprehensive. clearly set- 

out article. including a bibliography. 
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tained by The Caxton Press 


We welcome enquiries from readers of this magazine 
Mail yours to us at P.O. Box 363 Christchurch 








for all your sheet music and 
Gramophone Recordings 


For the finest range of both 
classical and popular sheet music 
and gramophone records - some- 
thing for every taste - come to 
Begg’s, New Zealand’s leading 
music house for more than 90 
ya [ THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE | 


* 


nll Mf) 


ri 








CHARLES BEGG & CO. LTD: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin 
Hamilton, Palmerston North, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru and Invercargill 


10 MODERN BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 




















